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its own allotted zone. Within each zone there are dif-
ferent building regulations and often different rules as to
taxation. In Cologne; for example, 25 per cent of all build-
ing lots must be left vacant in the central or business zone,
35 per cent in the next outer zone, and 50 per cent in the
zone of detached residences. The zones, of course, are not
necessarily mapped in the form of concentric circles. Each
has its own regulations as to building heights and its own
special architectural restrictions. This is, of course, a
rational and scientific method of procedure, and gives great
flexibility to the building laws. The best example of a
zoned city is furnished by Frankfort~on-the-Mam, where
the plan has been in operation for many years with advan-
tageous results. Under the provisions of the so-termed
Lex AdickeSj moreover, the Frankfort authorities have wide
powers in the matter of pooling the ownership of lots in any
area of the city, and then redistributing the land among
the original owners in re-arranged and more convenient
lots with restrictions as to the architecture of buildings.
In America the zoning project would probably encounter
serious constitutional obstacles; but a consideration of it,
particularly as a means of avoiding the location of factories
in congested districts, is worth the attention of all who
are interested in this branch of city planning.1

In some of its various phases the zoning question has

Regulating   already engaged the attention of American city authorities.

buiidmgs. Most of our cities have their fire limits, which, as will be
explained later, are merely zones within which special
regulations apply to the construction of buildings in the
interest of fire protection. In a few cities the rules as to
the maximum height of buildings have also been arranged

1 See, for example, the consideration which was given to this matter in
Report of the New York Commission on Congestion of Population (New
York, 1911), especially pp. 126 if.; also in the article by B. A.Haldeman
on "The Control of Municipal Development by the Zone System and its
Application to the United States," in The American City, vii, 222-225
(September, 1912).